English 11R – The Great Gatsby
Study Guide Questions for Chapters 1-9
Answer the following questions using text support and specific examples.

Chapter 1:

1. When (season and year) and why does Nick move east and what does he want to do?

2. How does Nick compare East Egg and West Egg? Explain.

3. Describe Gatsby’s house.

4. What evidence is there that suggests Tom might be abusing Daisy?

5. Notice all references to eyes in the novel.  (a) What do a person’s eyes say about him or her? (b) How does Nick describe Daisy’s and Jordan Baker’s eyes?

6. What is Tom upset about?  What does this reveal about his character?
7. What is the only thing that Nick can determine Gatsby is stretching his hands to in the dark?
Chapter 2:
1. What is half way between East Egg and New York? What might ashes symbolize?

2. How are the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg described? How do they seem to regard the Valley of Ashes?

3. What is George B. Wilson’s occupation? How does Nick describe him?

4. Is Myrtle really experiencing what it is like to be rich, or is it more appropriately considered playing house at Tom’s amusement?

5. Where does Myrtle believe Gatsby gets his money?

6. Why did Myrtle marry George Wilson?  What seemed to be a great disappointment for Myrtle concerning her marriage to George?  

7. How and why does F. Scott Fitzgerald create an aura of mystery around Gatsby?

Chapter 3 -  Setting, Gossip, Characterization
1.  Describe Gatsby’s parties.   How is Nick different than the other guests?

2.  Which rumors and pieces of gossip to we hear about Gatsby?  What information contradicts these rumors?

3.  What does Gatsby reveal about himself to Jordan?

4.  Describe the car accident and the person involved. What message is Fitzgerald making about the society of the time?

5.  What does Nick define as one of his chief values?

Chapter 4 -  Setting

1.  Why are the first three pages of this chapter devoted to Gatsby’s party guests?

2.  What does Gatsby’s car reveal about his personality?

3.  Why did Gatsby choose to tell Nick what he did about his past life?  Why doesn’t Nick believe him?  Do you?

4.  What does Meyer Wolfsheim’s acquaintances with Gatsby suggest about Gatsby’s business dealings?  Why does Gatsby choose to introduce Nick to Meyer Wolfsheim at this time?

5.  How does Jordan’s account of Daisy’s past make you feel about Daisy Fay Buchanan?

Chapter 5:

1. What is Gatsby’s emotional state prior to Daisy’s arrival at Nick’s?

2. What is the atmosphere in the room when Daisy and Gatsby first reunite?

3. What change occurs in Daisy’s character?

4. Daisy justifies her crying by saying, “It makes me sad because I’ve never seen such – such beautiful shirts before.”  Why is she really crying?

5. Nick says, “There must have been moments even that afternoon when Daisy tumbled short of his dreams – not through her own fault but because of the colossal vitality of his illusion.”  Has Gatsby made Daisy out to be more than she really is or would this be the case in any situation like this?

Chapter 6:

1.  What is Gatsby’s real name?  When and why did he change it?

2. (a)  Describe Dan Cody.

(b) In what way was Dan Cody involved in Gatsby’s destiny?

(c) Constrast Cody and Gatsby.

3. What is deeply ironic in Tom’s statement, “….I may be old-fashioned in my ideas, but women run around too much these days to suit me” ?

4. (a)  What is Gatsby expecting of Daisy that prompts Nick to warn him, “I wouldn’t ask too much of her…You can’t repeat the past”?

(b)  How does Gatsby respond and why is this significant?

Chapter 7: 

1. What changes has Gatsby made in his lifestyle?  Why does he make them?

2. Analyze Daisy’s attitude toward her child as show in this chapter and Chapter 1.

3. Contrast Tom and George’s reaction to learning that their wives have been cheating on them.

4. Eyes play a significant role in this chapter.  Explain.

5. Discuss the dynamics of the conflict between Gatsby and Tom in the scene at the Plaza. (CLIMAX OF THE NOVEL)

6. What is alien but recognizable look that comes over Gatsby’s face several times in this chapter?

7. (a)  How have Nick’s feelings about Gatsby changed?

(b)  What is the significance of Nick’s thirtieth birthday?
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Chapter 8

1. What does Gatsby tell Nick the night of the accident?  Why?

2. Did Gatsby want to go to Oxford?

3. How does George Wilson spend the night after the accident?

4. What evidence had Wilson found that his wife was having an affair?

5. What is the principle reason for Daisy’s appeal to Gatsby?

6. How is Nick’s attitude toward Gatsby ambivalent even at the moment when he says goodbye to him?

7. What do the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg symbolize to George Wilson?  What is significant about this symbol?

8. How do you think George Wilson got Gatsby’s name?  Does any evidence in this chapter point to a particular person?

9. How does Nick characterize Gatsby’s state of mind before he is killed?

Chapter 9

1. What is the motive publicly given for Wilson’s murder of Gatsby?

2. What does the telephone call from Chicago tell us about Gatsby’s business?

3. What does Klipspringer want from Nick?  How does Nick react?

4. Why is Gatsby’s father so proud of him?

5. What does Tom confess to Nick when they meet in the fall? Does he regret what he has done?

6. Nick says, “…this has been a story of the West, after all.”  What do you think he means by that?

7. How does Nick characterize Tom and Daisy at the end of the novel? What has each of them “smashed” during the course of the novel?

8. At the end of the novel, Nick imagines what the continent must have been like when it was first seen by Dutch sailors.  How does this contrast with the environment described in the novel?

9. What does the green light symbolize at the end of the novel?
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