When Responding to Literature:  POWER VERBS

(Great for Your Expansions/Explanations!)

Use appropriate verbs when writing a critical analysis of an author or a work of literature.  Examples of these terms include:

· Emphasizes

· Elucidates

· Compares

· Suggests

· Illustrates

· Exemplifies

· Parallels

· Juxtaposes

· Implies

· Alludes to

· Observes

· Identifies

· Organizes

· Reinforces

· Defines

· Clarifies

· Contrasts

· Argues

· Mirrors

· Shows

· Echoes

· Develops

· Provides

· Connotes

· Focuses

· Balances

· Relates

· Expresses

· Insinuates

· Demonstrates

Be Sure To:

Explain the effectiveness of the elements and techniques used by the author!
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