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English 9H-Introduction to the Gothic Novel

“The Oval Portrait”

Below is a list of elements of gothic literature.  As we read the short story, “The Oval Portrait,” by Edgar Allen Poe, write down examples for each of these features.

	Elements of Gothic Fiction
	Evidence from “The Oval Portrait”

	1. Setting in a castle

2. An atmosphere of mystery and suspense

3. An ancient prophecy

4. Omens, portent, visions

5. Supernatural or otherwise inexplicable events.

6. High, even overwrought emotion

7. Women in distress

8. Women threatened by a powerful, impulsive or tyrannical male

9. The metonymy of gloom and horror
10. The vocabulary of the gothic

	


