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English 11R – The Great Gatsby
Web Quest: The Roaring Twenties!  
PURPOSE:  
The 1920s serves as a significant historical backdrop for F. Scott Fitzgerald’s novel, The Great Gatsby.  The following exercise will provide you with the necessary foundation to understand many of the themes and references made by Fitzgerald throughout the novel.

DIRECTIONS:

Using the recommended websites and/or others you may come across, research the answers to the following questions related to the time period reflected in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby.

Recommended Sites:

http://www.pbs.org/kenburns/prohibition/unintended-consequences/
http://pbs.org/jazz/time/time_roaring.htm
http://history1900s.about.com/library/weekly/aa022201a.htm
http://www.pbs.org/kteh/amstorytellers/bios.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arnold_Rothstein
http://www.usga.org/news/2010/January/USGA-Museum-Moment--The-1923-Photograph/
http://www.webenglishteacher.com/fitzgerald.html
http://www.biography.com/people/f-scott-fitzgerald-9296261?page=1
PUBLIC POLICY:
1. What was the “Noble Experiment” and during what years did it take place?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why was the 18th Amendment ratified during the 1920s?  What economic class did it impact the most?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What black market business emerged as a result of the “Noble Experiment?” 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What victory did women realize in August 1920?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS:
5. Describe the economic climate in the 1920s.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. How did the economic climate affect the social climate of the 1920s?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CULTURE:

7.  In the decade following World War I, what was the name given to the artistic explosion within the African-American community that produced a wealth of music, literature, and art?  What popular musical era resulted?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. What traits of the flapper changed the traditional view of women? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  Who was Arnold Rothstein?  Explain the scandal with which he is associated.


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What golf athlete graced the cover of TIME after winning the 1923 U.S. Women's Amateur?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
11. What was Fitzgerald’s vice? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. Who became his wife and why wouldn’t she marry him at first? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. What was one of the original titles that Fitzgerald considered using? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CONCLUSION:
14. What inferences or predictions can you make based on what you’ve learned about the 1920s?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BONUS QUESTIONS:  
(1 Point will be added to your next quiz grade for each correct answer)
1. What gangster was finally indicted in 1931 for tax fraud after being named “Public Enemy Number One” during the 1920s?
______________________________________________________________________________________

2. At one point in the 1920s, more than half of the cars were this model.  Known for its 
reliability and affordable price, it was said to be the car “that put the world on wheels.”
__________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Why was the film, “The Jazz Singer” (1927) a cinematic milestone?  Who starred in the film?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Name: ___________________________





Period: _____________





~ John Held, Jr.
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