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Macbeth – Study Guide Questions for Act 1

Scene 1

1. What is the purpose behind opening the play in this manner?



Scene 2

2. What news does the captain bring to Duncan?



3. What further news is delivered by Ross?



4. What is King Duncan’s reaction to the news about the Thane of Cawdor? 




Scene 3

5. Based on the story the one witch tells about the woman who would not share her chestnuts, what inferences can you make about the witches?





6. How do the witches great Macbeth and what is the significance of each title?





7. What paradoxes do the witches tell Banquo?




8. What does Macbeth demand of the witches?




9. How do Macbeth and Banquo react differently to Ross’s information about the Thane of Cawdor?




10. Macbeth says, “If chance will have me King, why chance may crown me without my stir.” What does this line mean?



Scene 4

11. How had Duncan felt about the Thane of Cawdor?



12. (a) What announcement does King Duncan make after he, Macbeth, and Banquo exchange greetings?
(b) What is Macbeth’s reaction to this announcement?



Scene 5

13. What is Lady Macbeth’s primary concern about her husband?



14. When Lady Macbeth says, “He that’s coming must be provided for,” what does she mean?



Scene 6

15. How can you tell that Duncan does not suspect anything could be wrong when he arrives at Inverness?



16. What is ironic about the conversation between Lady Macbeth and King Duncan?



Scene 7

17. What does Macbeth’s long soliloquy at the beginning of the scene mean?




18. What decision does Macbeth initially make?



19. What methods does Lady Macbeth use to goad Macbeth into killing the king?


20. What plan has Lady Macbeth formulated for Duncan’s demise? What does Macbeth add to that plan?



