MACBETH

ACT V (ACT 5)
Scene 1

· This scene takes place in the castle at Dunsinane w/ a “gentlewoman” talking to a doctor about Lady Macbeth’s sleepwalking

· The doctor has observed Lady Macbeth for two days and has witnessed nothing

· He questions the gentlewoman about things Lady Macbeth has said while sleepwalking, but she refuses to answer b/c she thinks no one would believe her

· Lady Macbeth enters the scene in a tranced state – she does not see the others

· She pauses and rubs her hands like she’s washing them

· She screams, “Out, damned spot” (of blood)

· She begins to talk, as if speaking to Macbeth, and incriminates both of them

· “Fie, my lord… What need we fear who know it, when none can call our power to accompt?  Yet who would have thought the old man (Duncan) to have so much blood in him?”

· She continues to reveal Macbeth’s role in the deaths of Banquo and Macduff’s family

· Her thoughts are constantly interrupted by the image of blood on her hands, and she asks, “Will these hands ne’er be clean?”…All the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little hand.” ( GUILTY CONSCIENCE 
SYMBOLS: Her Hands = Her Soul:

-Lady Macbeth is trying to cleanse her soul

Scene 2

· This scene takes place in the open country ( A battle is going to take place

· The Scottish soldiers have gathered to prepare for their attack against Macbeth

· The English army, led by Malcolm, Macduff, and Siward is nearby

· One of the Scottish lord says, “Near Birnam Wood shall we meet them,” recalling the last prophecy of the three witches

· They are all eager to fight, and are on their way to Birnam Wood for the fulfillment of the prophecy

Angus says that Macbeth’s title, “hangs loose about him, like a giant’s robe upon a dwarfish thief.” (  Macbeth was a thief b/c he stole lives from people and peace from his country; who becomes dwarfish = (small) when he stole the giant’s robe (Duncan’s crown)

IRONY: Angus says of Macbeth, “Now he does feel his secret murders sticking on his hands.” – Macbeth knew the whole of the ocean could not wash is blood off his hands, and Lady Macbeth has realized her hands will never come clean.

Scene 3

· This scene opens with Macbeth trying to calm his fears about the approaching army

· He reminds himself that Macduff was definitely “born of woman”

· A servant enters and tells Macbeth that 10,000 English soldiers are marching towards Dunsinane

· Macbeth does not want to hear it and sends him away

· Macbeth asks the doctor about his wife: Doctor replies that she is not really sick but “troubled with thick-coming fancies”

· Macbeth begs the doctor to cure her

· The scene closes with Macbeth going out in his armor

This scene captures the full chaos that rages in the mind of Macbeth: One moment he is sad the next moment he is ranting and raving

Scene 4

· This scene takes place in the country near Birnam Wood where the Scottish rebels have joined forces with Malcolm, Macduff, and the English soldiers

· Malcolm advises the soldiers to cut off tree branches and use them as camouflage

· Thy are off to war

THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THIS SCENE IS TO SHOW HOW THE WITCHES PROPHECY WILL COME TRUE:

“Macbeth will not be vanquished til Birnam Wood comes to Dunsinane.”





(
The audience now sees how that will happen as the soldiers wear branches from Birnam as camouflage.

Scene 5

· This scene takes place in the court of the palace of Dunsinane with Macbeth talking to Seton and his soldiers

· Macbeth is still lying to himself as he tells the others, “Our castle’s strength will laugh a siege to scorn.”

· He is interrupted by screaming woman
· When he asks why they are crying, the officer replies that the queen is dead
· The audience assumes that she has committed suicide
· Macbeth does not respond with words of grief, but with total emptiness of life,
· “Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow, Creeps in this petty pace from day to day, To the last syllable of recorded time; And all our yesterdays have lighted fools The way to dusty death.  Out, out brief candle! Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player That struts and frets his hour upon the stage And then is heard no more; it is a talk Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, Signifying nothing.”

(
  Macbeth describes life as a brief candle; He is a poor player (Filled with appearance rather than truth); he has told a tale (his whole existence has been a LIE); he is an idiot (a foolish man that goes mad); life is signifying nothing (his life is total meaninglessness)

Scene 6

· This scene takes place just beyond the castle gate of Dunsinane

· Malcolm, Siward, and Macduff converse as they lead their army forward

· Malcolm instructs his troops to throw down the branches (camouflage)

· Malcolm orders Siward and his son to lead the first charge

· He and Macduff follow

Malcolm is organized when he gives orders: A very different image that was painted of the chaotic and demented Macbeth bemoaning his life

Scene 7

· This scene is fast paced, filled with military action 

· Macbeth enters the battlefield and wonders what kind of man would not be born of woman (PROPHECY)

· Macbeth kills Siward in a dual (small victory for Macbeth)

· Macduff enters looking for the king b/c he wants revenge for his family

· Macbeth feels that he is invulnerable and says, “I bear a charmed life, which must not yield to one of woman born.”

· Macduff replies by telling him, “Macduff was from his mother’s womb untimely ripped.” ( Macduff was a C-Section baby, and therefore was not born of woman
· Macduff and Macbeth fight
· Malcolm notices that Macduff and Siward are missing in action
· Ross delivers message that Siward’s son “has paid a soldier’s debt…and like a man he died.”
· Macduff enters carrying Macbeth’s head on a pole
· Macduff salutes Malcolm and says, “Hail, King! For so thou art.”
THE CHAOS OF MACBETH HAS PASSED, AND THE PROMISE IS FOR PEACE IN SCOTLAND ONCE AGAIN
