MACBETH

Act IV (ACT 4)

Scene 1

· This scene is set in a cavern with the witches casting spells, singing around a boiling cauldron

· They chant their famous song, “Double, double, toil, and trouble, fire burn and cauldron bubble.”

· Hecate joins them and praises them for their efforts
· Macbeth comes in and greets them as, “secret, black, and midnight hags.”

· He wants his questions answered
· The witches agree and they conjure up three apparitions (ghosts)
· Apparition #1 is a head wearing armor: warns Macbeth, “beware Macduff”
· Apparition #2 is a bloody child and tells him to “be bloody, bold, and resolute: laugh to scorn the power of man; for none of woman born shall harm Macbeth.”

· Apparition #3 is a crowned child carrying a tree tells Macbeth to be brave and proud and not to worry about the conspirators because, “Macbeth shall never vanquished be until Great Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane Hill shall come against him.”

(
Macbeth is overjoyed by the prophecies, especially #2 b/c he thinks all men are born of woman. Therefore he comes to the conclusion that nobody will harm him.

SYMBOLISM:  Apparition #2: Blood on child = chaos, murder, evil is replaced w…



         Apparition #3: Tree = new life, regeneration, goodness 





(      

FORESHADOWS: That calm will again come to Scotland, not under the bloody rule of Macbeth, but under the new reign of Banquo’s heirs      

· Macbeth wants to know the answer to one more question, “Shall Banquo’s issue ever reign in this kingdom?” 

· The witches suggest that he might not want to hear the answer to that questions, but Macbeth insists, “Deny me this, and an eternal curse fall on you.”
· They show him a procession of 8 kings – Banquo’s ghost is at the end of the parade
· Macbeth realizes that each king resembles Banquo and is devastated that the original prophecy will come true
· Macbeth calls to Lennox who tells him that Macduff has fled to England
· Macbeth is infuriated and seeks retaliation by killing Macduff’s family
Scene 2

· This scene takes place at Macduff’s castle

· Lady Macduff is talking to Ross about her husband fleeing the country

· She feels abandoned and calls him a traitor

· Ross tries to convince her that he acted from wisdom, not fear

· She does not believe him and says, “Wisdom! To leave his wife, to leave his babes…he loves us not.”

· The mother turns to her son and says that she is afraid that Macduff is dead
· A messenger comes in to warn Lady Macduff that danger is coming – he advises her to take the children and leave
· There is no time for escape
· The murderers stab the young boy who calls out, “He has killed me, mother; run away, I pray you.”

· Lady Macduff is killed
This scene shows the greatest horror in the play. It reveals TOTAL disorder and murder for no purpose.

Scene 3

· This scene opens in front of king’s castle in England with Malcolm and Macduff

· Malcolm does not trust Macduff

· Macduff says, “I am not treacherous.”

· Malcolm is not convinced and asks why Macduff left his family at home

· Malcolm finally agrees that Macbeth is, “bloody, avaricious, deceitful, malicious, smaking of every sin that has a name.”

· Ross enters and Macduff asks about the state of affairs in Scotland
· Ross replies, “It’s like a grave” ( SIMILE
· Ross tells Macduff that his family is murdered – Macduff is overcome w/ grief

· Malcolm encourages him to turn the grief into fighting spirit against Macbeth
