MACBETH 

ACT 3

Scene 1

· This scene opens at the palace at Forres with Banquo speaking aloud to Macbeth (who is not there) (  “ Thou hast it now, King, Cawdor, Galmis, all, as the weird women promised, and I fear thou play’dst most foully for’t.”
· He thinks Macbeth was involved in FOUL play to achieve King status
· Banquo wonders if his own prophecies will come true
· The king enters scene and invites Banquo to dinner; Banquo accepts invitation
· Macbeth sends Banquo off for an afternoon ride until dinner
· Macbeth is left alone w/ his thoughts ( He states that he does not feel safe with Banquo, for “He hath a wisdom that doth guide his valor to act in safety..and under him, my genius rebuked.”
· Macbeth is worried that since Banquo heard the prophecies as well, his ingenious plan of killing the king will come undone.
· He expresses jealousy that the witches predicted Banquo’s sons to be kings
· Macbeth reveals that he must kill Banquo and his son, 
· A servant enters with two men (murderers)
· Macbeth convinces murderers that Banquo is the reason that they are poor, they should hate him, and kill him
· When they promise to kill Banquo, Macbeth dismisses them
(
  Macbeth has become the despicable tyrant, manipulating people and using his power for his own purpose

Scene 2

· This scene opens with Lady Macbeth to get her husband

· She realizes that her husband is too fearful to enjoy the crown, so she tries to calm him down

· She asks him, “ Why do you keep alone of sorriest fancies your companions making?.. What’s done is done.” ( She wants him to get over it and stop sulking

· Macbeth admits his fears, he admits that he would rather be dead than to endure the “torture of mind”
· He tells her that his mind is “full of scorpions” and that “there shall be done a deed of dreadful note.”
· Lady Macbeth wants to know what he is planning but he wants her to, “Be innocent of the knowledge till thou applaud the deed.”
· Macbeth is confident that she will be happy once the murders are done
· This scene ends with Macbeth asking for night to come quickly
Scene 3

· This scene opens with the two murderers waiting ( They are joined by a third one

· Banquo and Fleance enter on foot

· The murderers attack and stab Banquo first

· He screams to Fleance, “Fly, Fly, Fly! Thou mayst revenge (me).”

· Banquo dies, but his son, Fleance, escapes b/c it is dark out

IRONY(  The darkness that Macbeth has often asked to hide himself and the murder actually helps Fleance escape

Scene 4

· This scene opens with King Macbeth entering with his queens, nobles, lords, and attendants

· Macbeth greets guests, tells them to sit

· He tells Lady Macbeth to stay seated to welcome their guests (Macbeth seems perfectly in control)

· The murderer comes back and tells him they killed Banquo but Fleance escaped

· The news causes Macbeth to lose his composure

· The first murderer leaves, and Lady Macbeth finds her husband so that he can give a toast

· BANQUO’S GHOST ENTERS THE HALL (Macbeth does not notice at first)

· When it is time for Macbeth to sit he says, “The table is full.”

· Since the others cannot see the ghost, they know something is wrong w/ the king

· Macbeth points to the ghost and ask, “Which of you have done this?”

· Ross tells everyone to leave since Macbeth seems to be losing his mind

· Lady Macbeth tells everyone to stay and explains that  “the fit is momentary; upon a thought he will again be well.” ( Don’t worry my husband is fine now

· She then turns to her husband and says, “Are you a man?”
· She begins to ridicule him again attacking his MALE ego and calling him “quite unmanned in folly.”
· He is brave enough to challenge her by saying that it is a bold man that can look at a ghost 
· SYMBOLIZES his conscience
· Macbeth tries to regain his composure but cannot b/c the ghost reappears to taunt him

· Macbeth challenges the ghost yelling aloud

· Lady Macbeth turns to her husband and yells at him for spoiling the party:

“You have displaced the mirth, broke the good meeting.”
CHARACTERIZATION:  

· At one time he was a brave warrior 

· He allowed himself to be manipulated by his wife in an unmanly manner

· Macbeth is a lost soul ( His wife cannot save him; he can only save himself

· His conscience has stolen his self-respect, forever

Scene  5 Controversy: Did Shakespeare write this scene?  If he did write this scene, did he borrow a real witches spell? SOME PRODUCTIONS LEAVE THIS SCENE OUT

· This scene takes place on a heath w/ thunder in the background

· The three witches meet their queen, Hecate (the goddess of witchcraft)

· Hecate is furious at the witches b/c they did not consult her about giving Macbeth prophecies

Scene 6

· This scene takes place at the palace at Forres

· The purpose of this scene is to inform the audience about what is going on outside the palace walls

· Lennox is talking to a lord about what is going on, “things have been strangely borne.”

· It is believed that Fleance killed Banquo since he fled, just as Donalbain and Malcolm
· Lennox is speaking in a sarcastic tone is not sure that Malcolm, Donalbain, and Fleance are murderers
· Lennox also questions Macbeth’s motives in killing Duncan’s accused chamberlains, “for ‘twould have angered any heart alive to hear the men (Duncan’s servants) deny it (the murder).”

· Lennox also doubts that drunken men could have committed the brutal execution
· Lennox is fearful for Malcolm, Donalbain, and Fleance b/c he believes that if Macbeth has the chance he will kill them 
· Lennox asks the lord if he knows where Macduff is
· The lord explains that he has gone to England to visit Malcolm
· Macduff is there to convince King Edward to help defeat Macbeth who has become a tyrant king that the citizens fear
· The lord reports that Macbeth has heard about Macduff’s petition and is preparing for war
This scene shows that Macbeth is not a popular king. He has been king for a very short while, but his evil has already inflicted the land.

Lennox prays for a “swift blessing” for Scotland ( It will take divine intervention to return this evil chaos to normalcy

