English 11R – Macbeth
Name: _________________________

Study Guide Questions –Act 2 
Act 2

Scene 1
1. At what time does this scene take place? What lines tell you?

Why would Banquo prefer not to sleep?
2. What offer does Macbeth make to Banquo?
3. What feelings does Macbeth reveal in his soliloquy at the end of this scene?


Scene 2
4. What feat has Lady Macbeth accomplished?
5. Lady Macbeth said she would have killed Duncan herself except for what?
6. What does Macbeth tell his wife?
7. What did Macbeth hear, or imagine he heard, while he was in Duncan’s chamber? Can you explain this?
8. In what ways does Lady Macbeth’s reaction to the murder differ from Macbeth’s?
9. What advice does she give Macbeth?
10. Macbeth is overwhelmed with guilt over what he has done? What lines indicate this?


Scene 3
11. Why do you think Shakespeare added the porter and his long speech?
12. Besides being funny, how is the porter’s speech significant and/or ironic?
13. Who does the porter admit to the castle?
14. As Lennox and Macbeth talk, what is Macduff about to do?
15. What was Macbeth’s reaction to the discovery? How does he explain his actions?
16. What wise decision to Malcolm and Donalbain make? Why?
Scene 4
17. Who is under suspicion for Duncan’s murder? Does this make any sense?
18. Who will be king now?
19. Explain the line, “Lest our old robes sit easier than our new!”

