Macbeth

Act II

Scene 1

· This scene opens at Inverness around midnight

· Banquo is having a conversation with his son, Fleance

· Banquo praises Macbeth for his hospitality and states that Lady Macbeth is a most kind hostess

· Banquo tells Macbeth that he has been dreaming of the weird sisters

· Macbeth replies, “I think not of them,” a contradiction of his thoughts

· Macbeth asks for Banquo’s loyalty should he become king

(
Banquo ironically answers that if it is honorable and free from evil, he will be supportive ( Foreshadowing: Banquo (goodness) will oppose Macbeth (evil) in the future… Nothing that Macbeth is planning is honorable

· Banquo and Fleance go to bed

·  Macbeth is left by himself with his fears

· He sees a vision of a dagger in front of him

· He reaches out for it, but nothing is there (Appearance v. Reality)

· He blinks but the dagger is still there dripping w/ blood
· Macbeth realizes that it’s only a vision and that the, “bloody business at hand” has clouded his reason
· Macbeth hears the bell, which is his call to action

· He leaves and says, “I go, and it is done.”
Scene 2
· Lady Macbeth enters and says that the wine which, “made them drunk hath made me bold.”

· She has arranged everything: Duncan is asleep and unguarded, and she has left the daggers out for Macbeth to use

· Macbeth kills the king, and comes in covered in blood, carrying the two murder weapons ( He was supposed to leave daggers w/ the guards, in order to frame them for the murder
· Macbeth says, “The deed is done.” He also tells Lady M. he thinks he has heard a voice crying to him, “Sleep no more, Macbeth does murder sleep”

· Lady M. interrupts his thoughts and warns him to wash and return the daggers to the crime scene
· Macbeth is too distraught. He says, “I’ll go no more; I am afraid to think what I have done; Look on it again I dare not.”

· Lady Macbeth calls him a coward and takes the daggers back herself

· When she leaves, Macbeth hears knocking, which puts him into a panic
CHARACTERIZATION

Lady Macbeth:  

· She has no remorse, no conscience

· She is cold and calculating

· Personifies PURE EVIL

· She berates husband

· The sight of blood does not bother her. She says, “A little water clears us of this deed.”


Macbeth
· He is extremely remorseful and guilty

· He explains that he could not utter the word Amen

· His conscience is already at work 

Scene 3

· Drunken porter opens the door for Macduff and Lennox to enter

· Porter humorously talks to them about the effects of alcohol

· Macbeth enters and leads them to Duncan’s room

· Macduff says to Macbeth that the king’s visit must have been “joyful trouble”
· Macduff enters king’s chambers while Macbeth and Lennox talk about last night’s foul weather; Lennox explained that there were lamentings, screeching owls, earthquakes, and strange screams of death

· Macbeth responds, “Twas a rough night”
· Macduff comes back screaming, “Horror, horror, horror.”  He reports Duncan’s murder

· He orders to sound alarm to announce treason and murder

· THIS SCENE IS CHAOS

· Macbeth and Lennox go into king’s room

· Lady Macbeth enters and asks what is going on

· IRONICALLY, Macduff calls her, “O, gentle lady,” and explains he cannot tell her, for the news would “murder” her ears and gentleness
· Lady Macbeth overhears what has happened and says, “What, in our house?”

· Macbeth returns and says, 
· “Had I but died an hour before this chance (murder), I had lived a blessed time; for from this instant there’s nothing serious in mortality (nothing worth living for)…grace is dead.”

· King’s sons, Malcolm and Donalbain enter and learn about the murder, supposedly by the servants

· Macbeth confesses to killing the servants out of fury over the king’s murder
· Lady Macbeth pretends to faint ( She does this to take the attention away from Macbeth
· Banquo (goodness) takes charge; he tells servants to help Lady Macbeth, and he tells the others to get dressed and discuss what happened
· Banquo states, “In the great hand of God I stand… to fight treasonous malice.”
· Malcolm and Donalbain, go their separate ways to England and Ireland, in order to protect themselves from the traitor’s hand
Scene 4

· This scene opens the next morning outside Macbeth’s castle, Inverness with Ross and an old man

· The old man states that in his seventy years he has never known such dreadful times

· Ross agrees stating, “darkness does the face of earth entomb, when living light should kiss it.”( It is dark outside even though it is morning 
· The old man agrees that it is unnatural just like the murder
-  He says, “Just last Tuesday a proud Falcon was killed by a weaker mousing owl.”
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· Macduff enters and reports that Malcolm and Donalbain have fled the country, creating suspicion in their father’s death

· Ross comments that for a son to kill his father is a most unnatural thing

· Macduff reveals that Macbeth has been chosen king and is at Scone for his coronation

· Duncan’s body has been taken to Colmekill to be buried

· Macduff is going home to Fife; Ross is going to Scone

· Macduff is wary about Macbeth’s being king saying, “our old robes sit easier than our new!”

