MACBETH

ACT I

Scene 1

· This scene sets the dark, evil, somber mood of the entire play

· Three witches gather and agree to meet again to greet Macbeth

· “Fair is foul, and foul is fair”

       (
               Foreshadows the foulness of the play’s plot

· It’s difficult to distinguish between appearance and reality
Scene 2

· This scene is set in King Duncan’s camp

· A sergeant reports on the progress of the fighting

· Brave Macbeth has won the battle

· Another assault comes- Macbeth and Banquo fight back to win another victory

· Another Scottish nobleman reports to the king that the Thane of Cawdor has become a traitor
· King Duncan orders to have him executed- He give the title of Thane of Cawdor to Macbeth for his heroism in battle

(



Irony related to the Thane of Cawdor (both are traitors)

Scene 3

· This scene is where Macbeth and Banquo meet the witches

· The three weird sisters are stirring up magic: 

· One witch is killing swine

· Another is putting a curse on a sailor’s wife for not sharing her chestnuts with the witch
· As punishment the witch destroys sailor by depriving him of sleep 

FORESHADOWING: Macbeth will not be able to sleep later in the play, as a result of his wife’s plan.

· Banquo describes the witches as “withered and wild in their attire” and who don’t look, “like inhabitants of the earth, and yet are on it.”

· Macbeth asks the witches to speak

· They respond by hailing Macbeth three times (Three prophecies)

· Thane of Cawdor (which he will soon become) and future king
· Banquo begs to hear his future: He shall beget kings (His sons will be kings)
· Ross and Angus tell Macbeth that the king has given him title of Thane of Cawdor for his bravery in the battle

· Banquo and Macbeth are stunned by the accuracy of the witches’ predictions

· Banquo warns him that evil only speaks half truths

· Macbeth ignores Banquo’s warning

· Macbeth decides to let fate run its course and not to take evil action

Scene 4

· This scene takes place at King Duncan’s palace at Forres

· Duncan asks if the Thane of Cawdor has been executed

· Malcolm replies that Cawdor confessed his treasons, begged forgiveness, and died honorably

· King states that, “There’s no art to find the mind’s construction in the face.”
(
            This means that things are not always what they appear, and you cannot judge a book by its cover.

· He is upset that someone who he had trusted had betrayed him

· Macbeth and Banquo arrive- King Duncan greets the new Thane of Cawdor (Macbeth) as “worthiest cousin”

· The King promises to reward Banquo in a similar manner to Macbeth

· Duncan names Malcolm the Prince of Cumberland and heir to the throne

· Macbeth now sees another obstacle preventing him from becoming king

· Macbeth leaves and goes to Inverness (his castle) and prepares for the king’s visit

Scene 5

· This scene is set in Macbeth’s castle, Inverness

· Lady Macbeth is reading a letter from her husband

· This letter tells about his encounter with the witches and their predictions

· Lady Macbeth is elated by the prospect of becoming queen but fearful that Macbeth is too kind to carry out a plan that would insure he is king “too full of the milk of human kindness.”

· An attendant enters to tell Lady Macbeth that King Duncan is on his way for an overnight visit

· She welcomes “The fatal entrance of Duncan under my battlements.”
· Macbeth returns home and tells her that the king is only staying one night

· She responds that, “never shall sun that morrow see!” ( The king will not live to see tomorrow.
· Lady Macbeth is seen as determined, strong, ruthless

IRONY: Macbeth, the brave and victorious, is actually softer than his wife

Scene 6

· This scene opens outside of Inverness Castle

· King Duncan has arrived with his sons, Banquo, and other noblemen and attendants

· The king admires the castle, Banquo calls the castle “heavenly”
· Lady Macbeth comes out to greet them and good-natured remarks are exchanged

· She is hypocritical, greeting him with graciousness and praise, while plotting his murder

SYMBOL:  The castle takes on a symbolic meaning to reinforce the conflict between good and evil.



OUTSIDE:  Light, bright, pure, “heaven’s breath”



INSIDE:      Castle walls lurk darkness, doom, and evil

Scene 7

· This scene opens with Macbeth, alone, who starts thinking about reasons why he does NOT want to follow through and kill the king:

· Macbeth is bothered that the execution would take place in his castle, while he should be serving as the king’s host

· King Duncan is kind and successful

· Macbeth realizes that many people support this king and will be devastated with his death

· Macbeth states that he has no complaint against the king, which make the murder seem doubly vile
· Lady Macbeth enters room and tells Macbeth that the king is looking for him

· Macbeth shocks his wife by saying, “We will proceed no further in this business.”  (  He does not want to carry out the plan to kill King Duncan
· His wife verbally attacks Macbeth saying he is a fearful coward (IRONIC: b/c he was a valiant warrior)

· Her words affect Macbeth, attacking his manhood/masculinity: He worries that they might fail to kill the king

· Lady Macbeth states, “We will not fail.”  

· Lady Macbeth plans the following:

· She will get the guards drunk with wine

· Macbeth will stab Duncan while he is unguarded

· Then they will smear the king’s blood on the innocent guards

· Macbeth wonders if this will be believable

· Lady Macbeth replies, “ Who dare receive it other, as we shall make our griefs and clamor roar upon his death?”
(

This means:  We will ACT overly grief-stricken and devastated over the king’s death.  Nobody would suspect us to be the killers since we are so distraught. 

