Class Discussion --- Chapters 33 & 34

Tears off margin of painting – discovers Jane’s true identity

-Tells Jane story of her past (her father was poor curate, fell in love with rich man’s daughter – married and she was disowned; <2 years passed, had daughter (Jane) and died of typhus – carried to “rich, maternal relatives”, etc….disappeared after finding out Roch. had wife)…everyone was looking for her – ads and letters sent out (she never asks why, only about Rochester)

-Uncle John Eyre of Madeira is dead & left 20,000 pounds (4 x what she expected)


Bittersweet:  means death of last living relative (no family, no one to share it with)

-He puts her off when she asks why Briggs would write to him…pushes for an answer and says, ”Whereas I am hot & fire dissolves ice” (416) – St. John and Jane battle of wills  -- reveals that they’re cousins.
-He is St. John Eyre Rivers: (p. 417)
FAMILY TREE (pg. 417):
Jane’s Mom m. Clergyman Eyre -- John Eyre (esq., Madeira) ---Mom Eyre m. Mr. Rivers (brother married Aunt Reed)



(had falling out with Uncle John)




Jane


no children

St. John – Diana - Mary


-Briggs wrote them letter about $ being left to orphan niece – later wrote to see if they knew her

-Jane values discovery of family over $ (motivation is not greed)

-Wants to split:  20,000 would torment and oppress, 5K would please and benefit

-St. John accuses of being rash and overemotional - $$ could help with social positions and prospects

$$ = marriage ( family
Jane has NO interest in marriage 

(no one will ever love her for her)

-goes to arbitration and successfully splits it (they hesitate to take it)

Ch. 34:
-St. John exerts control over Jane – she comments that he’s cold, marble – wouldn’t make a good husband.

-makes her learn Hindustani

-becomes controlling – Jane feels trapped again – loses herself under his control

-forcing his pursuits onto her

-Wonders about Rochester – writes letters to Fairfax and Briggs, but no response

-St. John says she’s aimless and idle – she can’t resist his authority

-Has only known Domineering Men:  “I know no medium:  I never in my life have known any medium in my dealings with positive, hard characters, antagonistic to my own, between absolute submission and determined revolt” (435)

St. John’s Proposal:

“God and nature intended you for a missionaary’s wife.  It is not personal, but mental endowments they have give you…you are formed for labour, not for love.  A missionary’s wife you must - shall be.  You shall be mine.  I claim you – not for my pleasure, but for my Sovreign’s service” (437).

INTERNAL CONFLICT:  

-Jane considers it logically…conflicted about leaving England and possibility of reuniting with Rochester

-wouldn’t mind servitude, but not as his wife – he “has no more of a husband’s heart for me than that frowning giant of a rock…”  --- sees her as tool, not a love

-see marriage as trap:  she’ll always have to quell her fire for him (Quote on 433)
-St. John is cold to her, manipulative, bullying

-St. John uses God against her:


-God doesn’t want a ½ commitment


-if she rejects, she’s rejecting God

